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National Curriculum Programme of Study Links - Key Stage 2
Cot Ninelives in “Deepest Trubble’

Worksheets
This pack contains five pupil worksheets with accompanying teachers’ notes, which look at some of the Road safety issues raised

in the play. The worksheets are generally intended to be used within Key Stage 2, but individual teachers will need to decide on
the suitability for this or any other key stage.

National Curriculum
English — Oracy
Pupils should be given the opportunities to participate in a wide range of drama activities, including improvisation, role play and
the writing and performance of scripted drama.

English — Writing

Pupils should be given the opportunities to write in forms, which include imaginative writing, e.g. stories, poems, dialogues,
drama and scripts.

ICT

Pupils should be taught to use ICT equipment and software incorporating text, pictures and sound as appropriate.

Pupils should be taught that forces are involved in making things speed up, slow down or change direction.

Pupils should be taught about friction, including air resistance, as a force between surfaces, which slows down moving objects
and may prevent them from starting to move.

That the weight of an object is the force of the Earth on the object and is measured in Newton’s.

PSE
Pupils should be made aware of the dangers of the road,

Cot Ninelives b “Deepest Trubble’

This play is set in a make believe world, a world where the careless and dangerous aspects of life *on the road’ merge. A
banishment land where ‘Cat’ gets a second chance at learning about one of the most common causes of death and injury to
children, in this hectic world. The play uses adventure, fun, song and characters that the children can relate to, whereby Cat and
the audience can travel from disaster to emerging unscathed.

Characters
CAT NINELIVES — A young girl who has an accident and ends up in the land of *Deepest Trubble’.

MYSTICO — “The Man of Mystery”, who sets Cat on a quest, the answer to which will enable her to get back to the real world.
ALGERNON LOOSE-CHIPPINGS — The ‘Gentleman of the Road’. A wanderer in the land of *Deepest Trubble’.

BIG LORRY - An aggressive character, in too much of a hurry.

PROFESSOR HERTZ VAN RENTAL — The possessor of the ‘Glasses of Insight’.

Other Road Safety resources to further explore issues raised in the play can be obtained from your local Road Safety Office.



Look Who’s Talking — Teacher’s Notes

Ai

A lesson in punctuation hidden within the recapitulation of the story, i.e. how to use speech marks in written text.

Practice

I. Children’s story from the given cartoon should read something like this.

“] came off my scooter at high speed on a steep hill,” groaned Cat, rubbing her injured knee. “Well that sounds
pretty stupid to me!” chuckled Algemon Loose-Chippings waving his Belisha Beacon stick at her. Cat shrugged her
shoulders, “Loads of people do it,” she said. “No common sense! Not looking out for traffic.” “Very stupid!”

replied Algernon, jumping up and down like an over grown School Boy.

2. Cartoon based on the given text should look something like this.

They sre
priceless — NOT

3. Once the children have understood what is required, they will be able to develop their skills further by writing
other stories based on the characters and events within the play.



WORKSHEET 1

Look Who’s Talking
Study the cartoon below

Should have
thought about
that before you
went out of
control on vour
scooter

Because
it's my
birthday
.. and Il
mmiss my
party!

If the incident were written as a story, it might look like this:

Cat was very sad. “l need to get home,” she said. “Why?" asked Big Lorry. Cat took a big spotted hankie from
her sleeve and wiped her eyes. “Because it’s my birthday and I'll miss my party,” she sniffed. “You should have
thought about that before you went out of control on your scooter,” said Big Lorry, shaking his windscreen
wiper at her.

You can see the actual words spoken by the characters in the story, which are in bubbles in the cartoon, in
between SPEECH MARKS when written as a story. These are sometimes called inverted commas or 66 and
99

1. Here 1s a cartoon strip involving Cat and Algernon Loose-Chippings from another part of the play. Try and
write out the story putting the words used in the cartoon inside speech marks.

Mo common sense,
Mot looking for
traffic. Very stupid.
Ha, ha!

I came of my

seooter at high
specd on a sounds pretly
steep hillt stupid 1o me,

2. Here is another part of the story. Draw your own characters and put the words into bubbles on your own
cartoon.

Cat was wondering how to find Professor Van Rental when he suddenly appeared. “I'll never surrender my
glasses of insight,” he said, pulling them out of the inside pocket of his white coat. * But I need the glasses!”
exclaimed Cat. “With the Glasses I'll never run in front of a car,” she continued. “They are priceless — not for
sale,” said the Professor. “Not even for the Pearls of Wisdom,” said Cat. “That’ll fund all my research,” said the
Professor, snatching the Pearls of Wisdom and thrusting the Glasses into Cat’s empty hands.

3. Now you can write some short stories of your own and draw them as cartoons. Here are some suggestions:
a) Cat’s scooter accident.
b) Cat meets Algernon and gets the Pearls of Wisdom.

L%



Get a grip — Teacher’s notes

Ai
Examination of the reasons why some materials grip better than others should give an insight into the laws of
friction and the way a tyre tread uses friction to grip the road.

Practice

1. The table must be light enough for the children to raise easily, alternatively teacher could do the lifting.
The children will probably think that the shoes and trainers with the most cleated soles will grip the best.
On a smooth table this is not always the case. A ladies high-heeled sling back sandal will probably be the
first to go. The grippiest shoe may turn out to be an old and scruffy traditional school shoe or a version of
a ‘Doc Martens’. Appearances can be deceptive.

2. Most children who have taken part in the experiment and subsequent discussion should have an idea of
why some shoes gripped and others didn’t.

3. These are some of the ideas children will think of,

ELDERLY PEDESTRIAN shoes, handrail, walking stick
CYCLIST brakes, tyres, dynamo light, chain, sprockets
CAR DRIVER brakes, tyres, seatbelt

4. Children must make sure that it is safe to investigate vehicles in the school car park. A look out should be
placed to ensure that none are driven off while being examined. Measuring tread depth will aid
mathematics and a gauge will be simple to make. Don’t forget to wamn other teacher’s of the activity first!

5. The minimum tyre tread depth is 1.6mm measured over three quarters of the width of the tyre taken from
the center. It is also a criminal offence to use a tyre with any split or with the canvas or wire showing
through.

If a car is driven with defective tyres it is much more likely to skid under even moderate braking
conditions. In such a case we would hope that the occupants are properly restrained by seat belts as an
accident, with consequent injuries, is highly probable.



WORKSHEET 2

Get a grip

Here’s a simple experiment to do in the classroom with some friends.

a): A light, smooth topped table or a large piece of board.
b): Several shoes with different types of soles. You may like to bring some from home
that belong to adult members of your family. Don’t forget to get permission first!

You will need;

1. Carefully examine the soles of the shoes that you have. Which ones do you think will have the best grip
and which will have the least? Rank the shoes (line them up in order) according to your decision. Attach

numbers to them.

Place several shoes in a line at one end of the table. Gradually raise the table until the shoes start to slide
downwards.

\

Rank the shoes with those that have the best grip first. How does this compare with what you thought would
happen? Put your results on a table like this.

SHOE TYPE EXPECTED ACTUAL
SLIPPER I &
TRAINER 2 2
BOOT 3 1

2. With your friends, try to think why some shoes gripped better than others. Here are some clues to help
you:
Weight of shoe
Area of sole in contact with the table (make a print of the sole on squared paper to find area)
Is the sole made of softer or harder material?
Is it flexible (bendy) or stiff?

Write a few sentences about what you have found out.



WORKSHEET 2

Get a grip (continued)

3. Road users rely on ‘grip’ every day to keep safe. Here are some different types of road user. Think of
ways in which grip might play a part for each of them when using the road.

PEDESTRIAN
CYCLIST
CAR DRIVER

4. Changes in the weather conditions will affect *grip’.
In dry weather racing cars use ‘slick’ tyres, which
are completely smooth to give them maximum
contact area with the track for the best grip. When it
rains tyres with a tread are fitted to help clear away
the water from under the tyre, keeping in contact
with the track.

Some vehicles are designed to be driven off road with
muddy or snowy tracks. They will have very deeply treaded
tyres, which cut through the soft mud to grip the firm
ground below.

Examine the different types of tread on the tyres of the
vehicles in the school car park (ask permission first). Make
a sketch, print or rubbing of some of them. Even though
they may have very different patterns, they are all designed
to do a similar job.

Find out what the legal minimum tread for a familiar car tyre is. What might happen if a car is driven in the
rain on tyres that are below the minimum depth? Tyre fitting depots sometimes provide useful leaflets
containing information about tyres and tyre wear.



WORKSHEET 3
ARE YOU A RISK TAKER ON THE ROAD? - TEST YOURSELF
Answer the following questions putting a circle around the answer for each that applies to you. When you have finished calculate your
score to see how likely you are to be involved in a road accident.

1. Do you always Stop, Look and Listen for traffic before crossing a road?

a) Always b) Usually ¢) Almost never

2. Do you play in the sireet?

a) Almost never b) Often ¢} Sometimes

3. Are you a boy or girl?

a) Boy b} Girl

4, Do you wear a cycle helmet, and knee and elbow pads when out on a cycle or scooter?

a) A helmet or pads sometimes b) Almost never c) Yes—both

5. Have your parents or teacher told you about the safest places to cross roads on your way to school?
a) No they haven’t b} Yes — all the safest places ¢) Some of them
6. When you ride in a car do you wear a seatbelt?
a) Sometimes b) Always ¢} Almost never
T If you want to cross a road close to a place where there is a pelican crossing or traffic island or refuge, do you use
them?
a) Never b) Always ¢) Sometimes
8. Have you talked to your parents or teacher about the places on your way to school where you might be at most
danger from traffic?
a) Yes b) No ¢) Mo, but I intend talking to them to see if they can help
9, Do you always use fluorescent or reflective material on your school clothes?
a} Sometimes b) Yes ¢) Mo
10. Do you always behave sensibly when getting on or off busses and during the journey?
a) Yes b) Mot sure ¢) No
11. Do you use main roads much when cycling?
a) Sometimes b) ¥es, often <) I anly cycle an paths or in the park
12. When using a pelican crossing have you ever started to cross when vou shouldn®t? i.e. when the red man is
showing or the green man is flashing?
a) No, almost never b) Yes, often ¢) Sometimes
Work out your score using this table
Question Y our score Cuestion ¥ our score
l.a=1 h=2 =3 T.a=31 b=1¢c=2
2.a=1b=3c=2 B.a=1b=3 ¢c=2
3.a=2 bh=1 9.a=2 b=1¢=3
d.a=2b=3 ¢c=1 10.a=1b=2 ¢=3
5.a=3 b=1¢c=2 11.a=2 b=3 c=1
6.a=2 b=1c¢c=3 12.a=1 b=3 c=2
Less than 18 Well done — you know a lot about how to stay safe on the roads, but you can be safer still if you are careful and
remember all the rules.
19— 26 ¥ ou are not the most at risk on the roads, but you need to learn more if you are not to have an accident. Read
the ‘Highway Code for Y oung Road Users” or another road safety book to become safer.
27-35 Watch out! You are heading for the *Land of Deepest Trubble®! Y ou are at serious risk of having an accident on

the roads and you need extra lessons on how to keep yourself safe.
i



The Accident — What happened
Teachers Notes

Aim

Children should understand that there are several factors which may have contributed to the accident and
that several people might share the blame.

Practice

The department of the Environment Transport and the Regions defines a Road Traffic Accident as:

“A rare, random, multi-factor event in which one or more of the participants failed to cope with
their environment.”

In this particular case, which is entirely fictional, all of those involved might have been partly responsible
for the accident. Mrs. Brown held everyone up while she collected her pension, so Mr. Green’s van was
parked for much longer than he intended. He could have parked on the car park but was too lazy to bother
and, as a result, Mr. Black had to swerve round the front of the van to get into his driveway.

Mr. Black was probably tired and his visibility was impaired mainly due to the weather and ineffective
wiper blades. If he had seen Cat as he passed he would not have had to stop so suddenly, causing her to lose
control.

Cat herself was very foolish, riding her scooter down the steepest hill in town when the car park was just
across the road. Her own statement would not be available until she regained consciousness, i.e. came back
from the Land of Deepest Trubble. Also, she ignored her mother’s advice and didn’t wear her cycle helmet.
Perhaps her mum should have insisted she wore the helmet and carried the scooter to the park.



WORKSHEET 4

The Accident — What happened?

When Catrina Ninelives fell off her scooter several people witnessed the accident and gave statements to the
Police. Read them and try to decide who was to blame for Cat going to the ‘Land of Deepest Trubble’.

1. Mrs. Brown age 68, of 15 Station Road, Newtown.

I was just coming out of the Chemist’s shop on Park Hill; I'd been to collect my pension from the Post
Office at the back of the Newsagent. The black car came whizzing past me on the wrong side of the road
and skidded to a stop all across the road opposite. | think it’s terrible the speed that people come down the
hill. The Council should do something about it before someone is killed. I didn’t see the girl on the scooter;
she must have been hidden by the green van parked on the other side of the road. Terrible things they are,
scooters, | was nearly knocked over by one the other day; I think they should be banned.

2. Mr. Green, age 26. of Lower Newtown.

I only parked the van for a moment or two while [ went into the newsagent over the road to buy a lottery
ticket. I would have been quicker but there was the old woman at the Post Office counter making a fuss
about her pension or something. I didn’t have time to go to the car park at the back of the shops; I'm doing a
job at the railway depot. | was careful to make sure I wasn’t blocking anybody’s drive. That stupid kid’s
scooter has made a terrible dent in the side of my van; my boss will go spare when he sees it.

3. Mr. Black, age 35. of Park Hill. Newtown.

I was coming back from London. I’ve been on the road since early this moming and the traffic on the
motorway was really bad because of the rain. You can hardly see a thing with all the spray and my
windscreen wipers are not working properly. | was coming down Park Hill when I saw that a green van was
parked in front of my house. I'm fed up with people parking there; they’re too lazy to use the car park
behind the shops. I had to turn sharply in behind it to get it into the drive of my house, number 24. | looked
to the right and saw this kid on a scooter racing down the pavement. The kid, I don’t know if it was a boy or
girl, seemed to panic when he or she saw me and lost control, her arms and legs were everywhere, the
scooter went off the kerb and 1 heard a bang as it hit the side of the van. The kid fell onto the pavement, |
think she must have hit her head, Will she be alright?

4. George White. age 40, Ambulance Driver for Newtown Health Trust.

We attended the scene. A girl about 10 had come off her scooter and apparently hit her head on the
pavement. It’s a shame she wasn’t wearing a helmet. She’s in deep trouble now, if she doesn’t come out of
the coma soon.

5. Mrs. Ninelives, age 32, of Swallow Rise, mother of the injured girl.

It’s Catrina’s birthday today. She’s a tomboy, always riding her bike or on her roller blades. She was so
pleased to get the scooter that she went out without her cycle helmet. I told her she could use it when she
rode her scooter but she was so keen she didn’t listen to me. The doctor has told us she might be O.K so
long as she isn’t unconscious for too long.
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Keep Your Head...Get A Hat - Teacher’s Notes

Ai

Most junior children will know about cycle helmets, many will own one. Relating the
wearing of protective clothing to other situations should help to increase the wearing rate.

Practice

The description of materials and construction will give children some clues as to what
dangers the wearer is being protected against and how the individual helmets are
designed for a particular purpose.

Examples of some types of protective gear could be collected for examination.






